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Hope is the Thing with Feathers

Hope is the thing with feathers

That perches in the soul,

And sings the tune without the words,
And never stops at all,

And sweetest in the gale is heard;

And sore must be the storm

That could abash the little bird

And on the stranﬂe
Yet, never, |n extre '_

MAG Headlines:
ArtSpace Ramp A Reality!
Children’s Classes a Stunning Success
Reminder: Please Take the MAG Survey
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MAG News

The Ramp At ArtSpace is a Reality!

- After many months of hard work by many people, ArtSpace now
e ; o - hasa handicap accessible ramp that will ensure all our members,
B  — o students, and the larger Milton community — regardless of physical
e o ability -- can enjoy the classes and programs at ArtSpace.

il Milton Arts Guild is grateful to member (and architect) Richard
‘ ; I Fanelli, who prepared several versions of the architectural
drawings needed to present to the Town of Milton’s building
department.

2 Great thanks also go to board member (and lawyer), Alan Margin,
who shared his extensive expertise in preparing a request to the Town of Milton for a waiver of the town code that
originally denied MAG a permit because the town has an existing lien on the Park Street property.

Vice President Jeff Crawford deserves thanks for overseeing the entire project: from
the conception, to working on drawings with Richard Fanelli, to applying for permits, to
hiring contractor, Frank McDermott! Thanks to Frank and Bob Sayo for their attention
to detail and their quick timeline to completion.

And, MAG thanks its president, Lynda Rae Gannon, and a team of board members and
supporters who attended the Milton Town Council meeting on July 6. Lynda Rae
presented MAG’s request for a waiver with both logic and passion, and although the
council did not allow additional comments from others, MAG was well represented by
board members Jeff Crawford, Alan Margin, Cynthia Schmidt, Barry Goodison, and
Joyce Radnor, as well as MAG’s Community Relations Manager, Gillian Benson, and her husband Al.

The Cape Gazette article covering the Council meeting can be found here.

| At left, the MAG representatives who attended the Town

: ‘ f Council meeting had a celebratory cocktail after leaving Town
B | : = 8 Hall. Alan Margin and Jeff Crawford could not attend the after
' ok party, but — from left, clockwise — Lynda Rae Gannon, Joyce
Radnor, Barry Goodison, Gillian Benson and Al Benson shared a
toast with photographer, Cynthia Schmidt!

N Thanks to all who made the ramp a reality!


https://www.capegazette.com/article/milton-council-approves-art-guild-exemption/353146

REMINDER: Please Take MAG’s Survey

Milton Arts Guild is conducting a survey of current members, art supporters, and
area residents to understand how MAG can better serve our communities.

The survey fulfills part of MAG’s Five Year Strategic Plan, which called for assessing
programs for future planning. The survey will be included in the town of Milton’s
July water bills to encourage residents to tell us their thoughts on our gallery, class
offerings, special programs and community outreach. Flyers will also be posted
around town to encourage more responses.

Please go to MAG's homepage (www.miltonartsguild.org) or scan the QR code (above right) and spend a few minutes
telling us your thoughts!

Plein Air Group Enjoys July’s Outing in Lewes

MAG’s Plein Air Group enjoyed their July 13 outing at the private home of Lorrie & Steve
Walker on Kings Highway in Lewes. (Pictured left: Kathy Huegel paints in the yard on Kings
Highway.)

§ The group meets on the second
2 Monday of each month from 9 a.m.-
noon, and the events are free for all

. who attend. (Pictured right: L-R, Gerilyn
Gaskill, Lisa Laskay, Linda Delaney, Kathy
Huegel, Tricia Whitmore, Bonnie Rosinski.)

Although each outing has its own host, you can contact Anne Buck, the Plein Air organizer, at
buckannem@gmail.com for more information. Here’s the upcoming schedule:

DATE LOCATION

August 10 Ritter Farm, 22114 Ritter Lane, Harbeson. Come paint the goats and sunflowers!

September 14 Tommy Town, 20104 Doddtown Road, Harbeson. Great collection of antique vehicles and
more!

October 10 Art Walk! Set up anywhere in the downtown area! Contact Lynda Rae Gannon, phone/text

Special event 302-632-7868.

October 12 Bella Terra, 13482 Rd 240, Ellendale. Plenty of pumpkins and mums!
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Get Ready For Art Walk!

Art Walk is perhaps the most popular event on our calendar. Our artists sit on the front

porches around downtown Milton, selling their art directly to community members who
follow our map to all the porches. An email will go out shortly to all members to reserve
a porch for this event.

\
\ /:
/\\ ALK This year, in addition to MAG's plein air artists painting along sidewalks and yards, MAG
|

- will be partnering with Milton Main Street for special extras that could include music at
w miLton arts guild — Milton Theatre Quayside and musicians along the route.

Friend of MAG Donates Auction Item for Art Walk

Mario Pino, a great friend of Milton Arts Guild, and a supporter of the arts in
Sussex County kindly donated an original granite sculpture to the guild to use as it
we choose.

Lynda Rae Gannon, who accepted the gift from Mario, intends to use it as a special
auction item during Art Walk.

Donna and Michael Ng are leaving Milton to embark on a new adventure in
New Mexico! This is bittersweet news for Milton Arts Guild. Although we
are delighted for them, we will miss their art, their smiles, and the hours
they generously gave to MAG.

Donna joined MAG four years ago, and has been a reliable docent at the
gallery, and a hospitality committee member, supplying wonderful treats for
our receptions. And, in January, Donna began her role as MAG’s secretary,
after having been elected in November 2025.

Michael joined MAG last year, and has entertained our visitors with his spontaneous, wonderful sketches during
our markets and receptions. And, Michael’s sweet dog, Molly, has been a favorite at our receptions and other
events.

And, of course, we will miss both Donna’s and Michael’s beautiful art hanging on our walls.

Please wish them well!



MAG Business

Upcoming MAG Dates
August 3: Sketch Club, 10 a.m.-noon, Federal Street gallery. Free. Public is welcome.

August 5: Gallery Intake, 3-6:30 p.m., Federal Street gallery. A Sign-Up Genius will be sent to reserve a spot!

August 17: Sketch Club, 10 a.m.-noon, Federal Street gallery. Free. Public is welcome.

Board of Directors Highlights

The Board of Directors met on Thursday, July 19, but did not conduct usual business.
Rather, the board devoted the evening to reviewing MAG’s Five Year Strategic Plan.
The strategic plan was developed by a committee consisting of 2025 Board
members over several weeks in early 2025 to guide MAG’s future through 2029.

The board agreed that most of the 2026 goals and strategies defined in the plan

have been met. The board also agreed that it needs a central “repository” for the

data being collected by docents, class hosts, committee chairs, etc. throughout the year.
That data — which the board knows is being collected — consists of raw numbers of visitors/students/event
attendees, demographics for those attendees, and MAG volunteer hours.

The board will meet for regular business in the Federal Street gallery on Thursday, August 13.



New Members

D)

% Brian Alpert
% Kelly Alpert

% Sophie Alpert

% Mimi Syk

% Desi Griffin

% John Rotermund
% Jill Partington

% Timothy Barton
% Joseph Barbella
% Beth Andrews
% Laurel Hajec

We’re glad you joined us!



MAG Shows

“Coastal Clues” Boasts 55 Pieces; Reception Well Attended

Our “Mimic the Masters” show closed on Sunday, July 19, having sold four pieces.
Congratulations to Sharon Marquart, Colleen O’Brien, Michael Ng, and Nancy Horan!

And now, the 55 pieces from 32 artists in our “Coastal Clues” exhibit are a great

example of how much we love the diversity of our coasts! (Pictured: “Between Wind and
Water,” by Lori Clark.)

Approximately 40 people attended the “Coastal Clues” reception, and four pieces

sales! Make sure to take a moment to look at this beautiful exhibit!

have already sId! Congratulations to Thea Amato, Colleen O’Brien, Michael Ng, and Bill Warrell for these early

Our next show “Monochromatic,” opens on September 2, and will feature the shades of your favorite color!

2026 Show Schedule

Show Title Run of Show Photos (Intake [Sunday Comments
Reception
Monochromatic 9/2-10/11 [8/25 9/1 9/6; Pick a color and make the shades
3-5 p.m. work!
Wild Card 10/28-11/22 (10/14 |10/27 (11/1; Artist’s Choice! Do one for the judges!
(Judged) 3-5 p.m.
This is Joy 11/25- 11/1 11/24 (11/29 Bring the joy to the season.
1/3/27 2-5 p.m.




Lynda’s Lines

| am sitting in our gallery surrounded by the pieces from our stunning new show, “Coastal
Clues.” The number of hours needed to create these beautiful pieces is beyond my
comprehension. However, | can see and count the number of volunteer hours that have to be
put in to make all of this happen...literally hundreds.

The success of our organization stands on the shoulders of dozens of volunteers each and
every day. The physical buildings we have are wonderful, and we do so much for the
community, but it’s the volunteer element that moves us far beyond what the first MAG
members began putting into motion 21 years ago.

Committee members, along with the board members, help to make this all an even more
important space to share and support our community. Seven years ago, we considered having
a few guests walk into the old Gallery in a week a huge success. Today we have increased the
numbers of walk-ins by our presence on a main street of Milton. We definitely provide uptown
art downtown . We continue to add a nice touch of color to our blossoming community.

| just want to take this moment to thank all the volunteers who do so much for MAG. In a time
when things might look very monochrome in other aspects of our lives, we are adding the
colors needed for an even richer palette to color our world.

| thank you, again, for stepping up to be an important member of Milton Arts Guild as you take

advantage of volunteer opportunities. Your time and effort will help keep the guild a viable
and healthy organization in our community.

~-Lynala Rae Gannon



Upcoming 2026 Classes

August

Beginner Oil with Anne Buck
Four-part class

Mondays, August 10, 27,24 & 31
9:30 a.m.-noon

$140 members; $160 non-members

Funky Flowers Cool Beans Glass with Gretchen Eisenhuth
Thursday, August 20

5:30-7:30 p.m.

S50 members; S60 non-members

Watercolor Local Color Marshes with Gerilyn Gaskill

Saturday, August 22
9:30a.m.-12:30 p.m.
S50 members; S60 non-members

Basic Drawing with Joe Terrone

Five-part class

Tuesdays, August 25, September 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
9-11 a.m.

S40 members; S50 non-members

$120 members; $140 non-members

Classes will be held at 9 Park Street, Milton



Recurring Online Classes & Merriment

Visit our website (www.miltonartsguild.org) to register for any recurring class or event.

OpenStudio

Join friends on Friday mornings for atwo-

hour Open Studio in-person at the Federal
Street Gallery.

Need somefeedbackon aproject?
Inspiration? Crave connection? This is
the place for you!

Every Friday of themonth 10a.m.-noon FREE!

Zoomdoodle

Two sessions per week
Every Tuesday and Thursday 3:30-4:30 p.m.
$15 (for a full month’s sessions!)
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Just For Laughs...

Non Sequitur by Wiley Miller
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MAG Board of Directors

Lynda Rae Gannon, President Jeff Crawford & Joyce Radnor, Vice Presidents

Sue Marano, Treasurer Donna Ketcheson, Secretary

Susan Donohoe, Education Cynthia Schmidt, Gallery Group

Annette Babich, Director Barry Goodinson, Board Recruitment

Memo Faraj, Director Alan Margin, Director

Scott Richardson, Director

Register with Delaware Division of the Arts to join their Artist’s Roster. Go to https://arts.delaware.gov, find
the heading “artist” on the upper right corner of the Delaware Artist Roster home page, and click on
“Register” to create an application for a new listing or “Log In” to edit existing listings.

MAG is supported in part by a grant from the Delaware Division
Delaware of the Arts, a state agency, in partnership with the National
Endowment for the Arts. The Division promotes Delaware arts

Division of the
events on www.DelawareScene.com.

vis
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